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• 11% of projects, but only 1% 
of credits

• Credits - few types: methane 
digesters (56%), sustainable 
grassland management (25 %) 
and A/R agroforestry (11%)

• 70% of projects in the pipeline

• Few projects in low income 
countries

• Limited participation by small 
producers
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Agrifood in the VCM: small but growing

*VCS-Verra, Gold Standard, CAR and ACR, data through 1 Nov 2023

FAO, 2025, Agrifood Systems in the Voluntary Carbon Market: Status and Prospects
https://doi.org/10.4060/c
d5192en
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Specialized agrifood standards

*as of October 2023 

• Six specialized standards: ACORN, BCarbon, Norit, Plan Vivo, Puro.earth & Social Carbon
• Specialized standards focused on carbon sequestration: soil carbon, agroforestry
• Among the specialized standards, Puro.earth had the largest number of agrifood projects (36 

biochar)
• Only Plan Vivo (oldest) had issued significant credits (4 mil+, across 11 projects), ranking third 

among all standards in number of credits issued
t Nori is no longer active  



Emission reductions

Finance for transformation

Smallholder benefits

Scaling impact

Key factors:

• Integrity

• Innovation



FAO’s work on carbon markets – agrifood

Global, regional and country level support, including:

• Analytical work, information & guidance
• Methodologies & MRV 
• Country strategy support & carbon market readiness
• Investment & pilot support
• Options assessments & tools
• Support to national systems
• Country to country exchanges & partnerships
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